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Corn and Soybean Yields Expected to be Similar to 2018 
 

”Virginia agricultural producers expect the 2019 corn and soybean yields to be in line with the 2018 yields,” 

said Herman Ellison, Virginia State Statistician.  “By August 4, the crops were rated in mostly fair-to-good 

condition and the crops development ahead of normal.”   

 

Corn production in Virginia was forecast at 55.1 million bushels, up 16 percent from the previous crop.  Yield 

was estimated at 147 bushels per acre, up 1 bushels from the 2018 level.  Acres for harvest as grain were 

estimated at 375,000 acres, up 50,000 acres from 2018.  The U.S. corn production was forecast at 13.9 billion 

bushels, down 4 percent from 2018.  Based on conditions as of August 1, yields are expected to average 169.5 

bushels per acre, down 6.9 bushels from 2018.  Area harvested for grain is forecast at 82.0 million acres, 

unchanged from the June forecast but up slightly from 2018.   

 

Soybean production for Virginia is forecast at 24.1 million bushels, decreased 5 percent from 2018.  Yield was 

estimated at 43.0 bushels per acre, unchanged bushels from a year ago.  U.S. soybean production was forecast 

at 3.68 billion bushels, down 19 percent from last year.  Based on August 1 conditions, yields are expected to 

average 48.5 bushels per acre, down 3.1 bushels from last year.  Area for harvest is forecast at 75.9 million 

acres, down 14 percent from 2018.   

 

Virginia farmers expect to harvest 7.48 million bushels of winter wheat during 2019. The expected crop for 

2019 would be down 20 percent from the previous year. Growers expect a yield of 65.0 bushels per acre, up 5.0 

bushels from 2018 and down 1.0 bushels from July. Farmers expect to harvest 115,000 acres for grain. Winter 

wheat production for the Nation was forecast at 1.33 billion bushels, up 12 percent from 2018. The United 

States yield is forecast at 53.2 bushels per acre, up 1.4 bushel from last month and up 5.3 bushels from last year. 

The expected area to be harvested for grain or seed totals 24.9 million acres, up 1 percent from last year.   

 

Barley producers in Virginia forecast harvesting 630,000 bushels for 2019, unchanged from last year. Acres 

expected to be harvested for grain total 9,000 acres, unchanged from last year. Producers expect a yield of 70.0 

bushels per acre, down 3.0 from last month but unchanged bushel from 2018. U. S. production is expected to 

total 172.2 million bushels, up 12 percent from last year. Acres harvested is forecast at 2.33 million acres, up 

18 percent from last year. Growers nationwide anticipate a yield of 73.9 bushels per acre, up 0.6 bushels from 

the July forecast but down 3.5 bushels from 2018.  

 

Virginia cotton production is projected to be 220,000 bales, up 22 percent from last year. Cotton yields are 

forecast to average 1,015 pounds per acre, up 119 pounds per acre from the previous year.  Producers expect to 

harvest 104,000 acres, up 7,000 acres from 2018. U.S. cotton production was forecast at 22.5 million bales, up 

In Cooperation with:  

 
Virginia Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services 
Dr. Jewel H. Bronaugh, Commissioner 

 

 

USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office 

Herman Ellison, State Statistician 
P.O. Box 1659 
Richmond, Virginia 23218-1659 
(804) 771-2493 or 1-800-772-0670  
Email:  nass-va@nass.usda.gov 

 



  

USDA is an equal opportunity employer, provider, and lender. 

 

23 percent from 2018. Yields are forecast to average 855 pounds per acre, down 9 pounds from last year.  

Harvested acreage is estimated at 12.6 million acres, up 24 percent from the previous year. 

 

Peanut farmers in Virginia anticipate harvesting 100 million pounds for 2019, down 1 percent from last year. 

Acres expected to be harvested total 25,000 acres, up 1,000 from last year. Producers expect a yield of 4,000 

pounds per acre, down 200 pounds from 2018. U.S. peanut production was forecast at 5.30 billion pounds, 

down 3 percent from 2018. Yields are forecast to average 4,008 pounds per acre, up 17 pounds from last year.  

Harvested acreage is estimated at 1.32 million acres, down 3 percent from the previous year.  

 

Virginia flue-cured tobacco production was forecast at 35.7 million pounds, down 15 percent from 2018.  

Yield was projected at 2,100 pounds per acre, up 100 pounds from the 2018 crop.  Harvested acreage was 

estimated at 17,000 acres, down 4,000 acres from last year's crop. U.S. flue-cured tobacco production was 

forecast at 315 million pounds, down 7 percent from last year. Tobacco growers plan to harvest 156,500 acres, 

down 21 percent from 2018.  Yields were expected to average 2,011 pounds per acre, up 299 pounds from last 

year. 

 

Production of Virginia dark fire-cured tobacco was forecast at 672,000 pounds, up 23 percent from the 

previous year.  Virginia burley tobacco production was forecast at 1.26 million pounds, down 16 percent from 

last year.  

 

Virginia alfalfa hay production is forecast at 135,000 tons, 13 percent above the 2018 level. Virginia other 

hay production was estimated at 2.31 million tons, down 5 percent from last year. 

 

“Thank you to all the producers for taking time to complete the August Agricultural Yield Survey,” Ellison 

said. “We appreciate their efforts during the busy growing season.” 

  



  

  

CROP PRODUCTION SUMMARY, August 1 

VIRGINIA AND UNITED STATES 

Crops 

Area Planted 1 Area Harvested Yield Per Acre Production 

2018 2019 2018 2019 2 2018 
2019 

2018 2019 
Jul 1 2 Aug 1 2 

VIRGINIA   

 
(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(bushels) (bushels) (bushels) (1,000 bushels) (1,000 bushels) 

Barley34 

Corn3 

Soybeans3 

Wheat, Winter34 

30 

485 

600 

230 

35 

540 

570 

180 

9 

325 

590 

155 

9 

375 

560 

115 

70.0 

146.0 

43.0 

60.0 

73.0 

-- 

-- 

66.0 

70.0 

147.0 

43.0 

65.0 

630 

47,450 

25,370 

9,300 

630 

55,125 

24,080 

7,475 

 (1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(pounds) (pounds) (pounds) (1,000 pounds) (1,000 pounds) 

Cotton5 

Peanuts 

98 

24 

105 

25 

97 

24 

104 

25 

896 

4,200 

-- 

-- 

1,015 

4,000 

181 

100,800 

220 

100,000 

 (1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 
(tons) (tons) (tons) (1,000 tons) (1,000 tons) 

Hay: 

          All 

          Alfalfa 

          Other, All 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

1,140 

40 

1,100 

 

1,145 

45 

1,100 

 

2.23 

3.00 

2.20 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

2.14 

3.00 

2.10 

 

2,540 

120 

2,420 

 

2,445 

135 

2,310 

 (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (pounds) (pounds) (pounds) (1,000 pounds) (1,000 pounds) 

Tobacco: 

          All 

          Burley 

          Dark-Fire Cured 

          Flue Cured 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

22,280 

1,000 

280 

21,000 

 

18,020 

700 

320 

17,000 

 

1,977 

1,500 

1,950 

2,000 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

2,200 

 

2,088 

1,800 

2,100 

2,100 

 

44,046 

1,500 

546 

42,000 

 

37,632 

1,260 

672 

35,700 

 UNITED STATES 

 (1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(bushels) (bushels) (bushels) (1,000 bushels) (1,000 bushels) 

Barley34 

Corn3 

Soybeans3 

Wheat, Winter34 

2,543 

89,129 

89,196 

32,535 

2,857 

90,005 

76,700 

31,778 

1,978 

81,740 

88,110 

24,742 

2,331 

82,017 

75,866 

24,924 

77.4 

176.4 

51.6 

47.9 

73.3 

-- 

-- 

51.8 

73.9 

169.5 

48.5 

53.2 

153,082 

14,420,101 

4,543,883 

1,183,939 

172,153 

13,900,651 

3,680,217 

1,326,223 

 (1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(1,000 
acres) 

(pounds) (pounds) (pounds) (1,000 pounds) (1,000 pounds) 

Cotton5 

Peanuts 

14,100 

1,426 

13,903 

1,364 

10,206 

1,369 

12,637 

1,323 

864 

3,991 

-- 

-- 

855 

4,008 

18,367 

5,461,600 

22,516 

5,302,600 

 (1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 

(1,000 

acres) 
(tons) (tons) (tons) (1,000 tons) (1,000 tons) 

Hay: 

          All 

          Alfalfa 

          Other, All 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

52,839 

16,608 

36,231 

 

52,773 

16,828 

35,945 

 

2.34 

3.17 

1.96 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

2.48 

3.29 

2.11 

 

123,600 

52,634 

70,966 

 

131,065 

55,393 

75,672 

 (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres) (pounds) (pounds) (pounds) (1,000 pounds) (1,000 pounds) 

Tobacco: 

          All 

          Burley 

          Dark-Fire Cured 

          Flue Cured 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

 

291,430 

61,050 

18,880 

197,800 

 

238,920 

52,600 

16,020 

156,500 

 

1,830 

1,645 

3,121 

1,712 

 

-- 

-- 

-- 

2,015 

 

2,110 

2,010 

2,978 

2,011 

 

533,241 

100,435 

58,926 

338,690 

 

504,162 

105,730 

47,712 

314,700 

 1 Commodities with estimates not available are denoted by "--".  2 Forecasted.  3 Area harvested represents grain.  4 Includes area 

planted in preceding fall. 5 Production in 480-lb. net weight bales. U.S. production includes American-Pima cotton. 


